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WOUNDED PILOT WRITES OF AIR BATTLE 


Shrapnel Punctures Capt. Adler’s Face, Shoulders, Chest and Legs 


“SAfELL, THEY finally got me. I’m in the 

hospital and I’ve been here since last Sat- 
urday, Aug. 21. I got shot up a bit but I’m re- 
cuperating in good shape and should be out of 
here by the time you receive this letter. 


“Here’s the story. We went on a raid last 
Saturday and over the target we ran into so 
many Zeros they looked like flies on honey. 
Bruce was in the plane just ahead of me and 
he got it first. His plane caught fire and ex- 
ploded in mid-air. I only saw two men bail 
cut, so I’m afraid Bruce is lost. About 30 sec- 
onds after he went down I was hit. About five 
shells exploded in the cockpit and I was hit in 
the legs, chest, arms and face. The other pilot 
took over and they laid me back on the flight 
deck and gave me morphine and a little first 
aid. Three hours later we landed at an auxil- 
iary airport where they have an advance hos- 
pital. They gave me three transfusions and 
fixed me up the best way they could. Wednes- 
day, three days later, they flew me back to the 
base here where they have a good hospital and 
facilities, and here I am. 


“Now don’t worry. I am going to be per- 
fectly all right, a few scars and a little excess 
lead in me (they left most of it in me), a few 
weeks in this hospital and then out again, good 
as new. I can really thank God that I’m still 
here. Losing Bruce was a great shock to me 
and the first few days I couldn’t get it off my 
mind. He was a wonderful fellow and ex- 
tremely well liked. 


“T received the Purple Heart, which is a 
medal given to anyone suffering injuries due to 
enemy action. It was one medal I never cared 
about getting, but now that I’ve got it I’m proud 
of it. 


“T have to lie on my back all the time. I 
have three holes in my legs, the upper part, 
which are all flesh wounds as none of them 
touched any bones. I also have about fifteen 
shrapnel holes in my legs, varying in size from 
a penny to a quarter. My right arm, the one 
which I am writing with, has one fairly large 
shrapnel hole in it. My neck, shoulders and 
upper part of my chest are full of shrapnel but 
none of them seemed to have hit any vital 
spots. I have a hole in the left side of my face 
about the size of a quarter which they say will 
leave a scar. They are leaving all this lead in 
me, as it is better than trying to-take it out. I 
ought to make a good barometer when I get 
home.- 


“T lost a great deal of blood and every time 
they gave me some I thought that it was surely 
some good Boone County blood which my 
mother had worked so hard to get. I wouldn’t 


have lasted long without it, so you can see what . 


a wonderful thing it really is. 


“This is all for now. I don’t need a thing 
and I have plenty of company coming to see me. 


NEW YEAR EDITION 


Please don’t worry because everything is going 
to be okey. Give my love to all.” 
& * od 

This letter, which was written on August 29, 
certainly needs no elaboration, but readers will 
want to know who the writer, Capt. Phil Adler 
is. 

He is the twenty-seven-year-old son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Mark Adler of Lebanon, the only 
Jewish family in that community, about twenty 
miles from Indianapolis on the road to Lafay- 
ette. Six feet tall and weighing 190 pounds, 
Capt Adler is the story-type hero, having made 
letters in football and basketball at Wabash 
College, Crawfordsville, Ind. His father said 
he never took up golf seriously, playing only 
about twenty-five or fifty times, but at the Ulen 
Country Club at Lebanon, the caddies still tell 
golfers of the 305-yard seventh hole, hole-in-one 
made by Phil several years back. 


In October three years ago, (that was back in 
1940, after Germany had marched through the 
low countries and conquered France, but still 
over a year before Pear] Harbor) Phil, who was 
an executive in the Adler Department Store, 
which the family have operated for fifty-five 
years, enlisted in the air corps. At one time he 
was an instructor at Mather Field, Sacremento, 
Calif., then about a year ago he was shipped out, 
or rather flown out. His destination was China, 
and his home field is at Kunming, which is near 
Chungking, the provisional capital of China. 

The raid Capt. Adler describes is over Japan- 
held China. He has taken part in countless 
raids against the Japs, but as you read, this was 
his first injury. The Bruce he tells about, was 
his close friend, Major Bruce, who was in charge 
of the 318th bomber squadron of the 14th Air 
Corps. The 14th is the famous China Air com- 
mand under Gen. Claire L. Chenault. Capt. 
Adler was the operations officer of the 318th, 
and flies a Liberator. 

Since having received the above letter, Mr. 
and Mrs. Adler have been notified by the War 
Department that their son has been awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for his exploits 
in the raid he describes. He is the holder also 
of the Air Medal, which was pinned on him 
three or four months ago. Capt. Adler has 
been moved from the hospital he describes in 
his letter to a base hospital in India, he has since 
written home. 

Of special interest at this time, with the B’nai 
B’rith lodges of the State concentrating on Oc- 
tober as the Blood Bank Month, is the part of 
the letter which tells about the blood transfu- 
sions (he mentions three at one hospital) and Ris 
mother’s work for the blood bank. Although no 
mother ever wants to have her work brought 
home to her in such a manner, still there is 
poetic justice in the fact that Mrs. Adler has 
been chairman of the Boone County Blood Bank 
ever since its organization some years ago. 


Asked if Capt. Adler has a sweetheart, his 


father said that if he did, he didn’t know about 
it. 
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The Highest Tribute of Achievement, “The Army-Navy E” f T ’ S P A T R I O T I C 
was awarded to Bootz Manufacturing Co., on Aug. 22, 1942 
To Conserve Your Clothes 
ee > Meee ae oe => 
A alm WE REWEAVE eee 
@ @ @ ; 
Moth Holes, Tears and Burns && 
ACTUALLY S 
an REWOVEN ‘ns ZRERORAN, 
a a 
Special attention given to your clothing will save 
you many dollars—also help your government. 
—on August 21, 1943 
W. E. DILLE, Proprietor 
SPEEDY SERVICE! 
6 
Bootz Manufacturing Co. - 
= il 
EVANSVILLE oosier Weaving Co. 
Phone MA 7140 432 State Life Building 
Best Wishes For A Happy New Year To All 
New Year Greetings 
Manufacturi 
Building designed and equipped to economically g 
serve our trade 
Quality Sandblasting — Tumblasting Corp. 
Castings, Steel, Steel Tanks, Trucks, Trailers, Metal Wheels 
Machinery, Furniture, Masonry Buildings 
We Use Talc—Quartz—Grit—Shot and All Grades of Silica 
to Meet Our Customers’ Requirements. 
Special Attention to Industrial and War Production Plants 
(Building Sandblasting and Cleaning) HOMER E. CAPEHART, Pres. 
COMMERCIAL SANDBLASTING CO. 
1112-18 DeLoss Street Phone MA. 3188 
FH nay 














ng 


Friday, October 1, 1943 


THE JEWISH POST 





EE 









ee 





One Down- Iwo to Go! 


Italy Has Surrendered . . . 
Germany and Japan Are Next 


—The Jerries and Japs will be much harder 
to knock out. 


—The 100 percent support of every American 
is needed now. 


% BUY YOUR LIMIT IN WAR BONDS. 

% DONATE BLOOD TO THE RED CROSS. 
% WORK IN AN ESSENTIAL INDUSTRY. 
% OBSERVE RATIONING REGULATIONS. 


employes of an established Indianapolis 


[ The advertisement is sponsored by the ) 
War industry who are proud they are 








part in helping retain the American 


being given the opportunity to do their 
way of life. ZA 
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New Year Greetings 


FROM 


Jasper Desk Co. 


JASPER 


»-* 





























BEST WISHES 


AMERICAN 
CENTRAL 
MANUFACTURING 
CORPORATION 


CONNERSVILLE 








MAY YOU 

BE INSCRIBED 
FOR A 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 


We are grateful to you for your most generous 
patronage and preference shown in the 
purchase of our quality products. 


Regen’s Bread and Pastries are delivered FRESH 
daily to your delicatessen store. 


\ 


IT TASTES BETTER FRESH 


Regen Baking Co. 


“Regen’s Rye Will Satisfy” 
826-828 South Meridian 
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Falls City Brewing Company 
Extends to its Many Jewish Friends 
Greetings and Best Wishes 


for a Happy, Joyous New Year! 


* * 





. meets the demands of GOOD 
TASTE for all occasions . . . because 
it is MASTER-BREWED .. . made 
from the PUREST of malts ... and 
finest of select rice and all-grains. 


Among discriminating people FALLS 
CITY BEER invariably is their choice. 





FALLS CITY BREWING CO. 


LOUISVILLE, KY. 

















